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Reply to Office Action of February 21, 2006 

Listing of aaims: 

Claiais 1-17 (Canceled). 



18. (Currently Amended) fera A license issxiing system in which a license- 

2 issuing computer, a seller computer, and a purchaser computer are coupled to communicate witi . 

3 each other, wherein: 

4 the seller computer requests input of client information, product information and 

5 license program information to the purchaser computer; 

6 upoB receiving the information, the purchaser computer transfers the client 

7 information, the product information and the Ucense program information to the seller computer 

8 the s-3ller computer transfers the product information and the hcense program 

9 information, but not the cUent information, to the license-issuing computer; etid 
the license-issuing computer issues a license key for the program specified by the 

1 1 license program information upon authentication of the product information received from the 

12 seller compute r: and [[.]] 

13 the seller computer re ceives said license key from the license-issuing computer 

14 and transfers said lic^en se kev to the tiurchaser computer based on the cl ient information. 

1 19. (Currently Amended) A license key issuing system, for us e by throo 

2 oomputcrp oouplod ^ia a network, the oyotom comprising: 

3 a pun;haser computer for receiving cli«it information, product information and 

4 Ucense program information; 

5 a seller computer connected with the piu^chaser computer to receive the client 

6 information, the product information^ and the license program information from the purchaser 

7 computer, and in resrponse provide the product information and the license program information, 

8 but not the client information, to th e lioonoo issuing computer, together with a request for a 

9 license key; 

10 &e a Jcense-issuing computer connected vyith the seller computer and operable to 

11 receive the product iifo rmation, the license program information, and the request for a license 

1 2 key from the seller computer, issuing and in response issue a license key to the seller computer if 

1 3 r e gponso to a r o qu i sat upon authentication of the product information; 
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1 4 wherein the seller computer then transmitting is further operable to receive the 

1 5 license ke v and transmit the license key to the purchaser computer. 

1 20. (Currently Amended) Alicense-issuingcomputer connected to a network fir 

2 issumg a license key, the license-issuing computer including: 

3 [[a]] program code which allows the license-issuing computer to extract product 

4 information and licisnse program iofonnation from a license request, pfoduct infonnation, 

5 wherein any client in formation has been removed bv a seller computer sending the license 

6 rgflu^ ond which dooo not ollow the lioonso iasuing oomput e r to storo chent information, 

7 wherein the license program information and the client infonmation are provided by an individu: J 

8 to [[a]] the seller computer; and 

^ [[a]] program code which authenticates the product information and issues a 

1 0 license key to the se Iter comnutCT to send to the individual for a program specified by the license 

1 1 program infomiatio:x 

1 21 . (Currently Amended) A license-issuing computer connected to a network fo • 

2 issuing a license kej^ the hcense-issuing computer including: 

3 [[a]] program code which allows the license-issuing computer to receive a produc t 

4 number, a license program name, and a trial license key, but not climt information, from a seller 

5 computer for a purcliaser who alters that inform atien sends the nrxxluct nmnber. the license 

6 proeram name, the trial license kev, and the client information to the inte^ seller computer; and 
^ [[a]] program code which authenticates the product number, and in response 

8 issues a trial license key to the seUer computer to send to the ourchaser to allow use of a progran 

9 specified by the licejise program name for a given time. 

^ 22. (Previously Presented) A license-issuing computer as in claim 21 

2 characterized in that the licCTse-issuing computer issues a Ucense for a program stored in a data 

3 storage system. 

^ 23. (Currently Amended) A license-issuing computer coimected to a network for 

2 issuing hcense keys, the license-issuing computer including: 
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[[a]] program code [[in]] which allows the license-issuing computer feeeives to 

4 receive a product n imber, a license program name, but not client information, from a seller 

5 computer for a purc^haser; 

6 [[a]] program code [[in]] which allows the license-issuing computer to perform 

7 porformg authentication of the product number and issues to issue a trial Ucense key to the sellei 

8 computer to send to the purchaser to allow limited use of the license program by the purchaser: 

9 and 

10 [[a]] program code [[in]] which allows the license-issuing computer to 

1 1 authenticate authoniicat o s the trial lic^e key when the hcense-issdng computer receives the 

12 Ucense program narae and the trial license key from the seller computer, and which issues a paic 

13 Ucense key, for an authenticated trial license kev. to t he seller computer to send to the purchaser 

1 24. (Currently Amended) A seller computer which requests the issuance of a 

2 Ucense key [[to]] bj a Ucense-issuing computer in response to a request from a purchaser 

3 computer through a network, the seller computer including: 

4 [[a]] program code which requests cUent information, product information^ and 

5 Ucense program information Scorn the purchaser computer; 

6 [[a]] program code which receives the client information, the product information, 

7 and the Ucense program information &om the purchaser computer, and which transmits only the 

8 product mformation and the Ucense program information to the Ucense-issuing coirrputer; and 

9 [[a]] ]3rogram code which receives the Ucense key from the Ucense-issuing 
1 0 computer and transmits the Ucense key to the purchaser computer. 

1 25. ODurrently Amended) AseUer computer which requests the issuance of a 

2 Ucense key [[to]] by a Ucense-issuing compute in response to a request from a purchaser 

3 computer, the seUer i:omputer including : 

^ Q protjom which roquosto input of oU e nt information, product information^ and 

5 hoonso program infomation to tho purohaGor computer through the network; 

6 [[a]] program code which receives [[the]] cUent information, [[the]] prx)duct 

7 infomiation^ and [[the]] Ucense program information from the purchase computer and transmits 
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8 only the product uiformation and the license program information to the Ucense-issixing 

9 computer; and 

10 [ W] program code which receives the license key from the license-issuing 

1 1 computer and trans its the license key to the purchaser computer. 

1 26. (Currently Amended) A seller conqjuter which requests a trial hcense key t( 

2 allow use of a computer program for a trial period, and a special license key which extends the 

3 trial period in response to a request from a purchaser computer through a network, the seller 

4 computer including: 

5 means for receiving input of a product number, a license program name, and a 

6 trial license key from a purchaser; 

7 means for providing a license key received from a license-issuing computer; 

^ program which roquocto means for req uesting input of client information, the 

9 product number, and the license program name [[to]] from the purchaser computer; 

1^ program which rocoivofl means for receivings the client information, the product 

1 1 information^ and the hcense program information from the purchaser computer and transmits 

12 transmitting only one of (1) the product mformation and the license program information to the 

13 license-issuing comimter or (2) the product number, the license program name^ and the trial 

14 license key to the lie ense-issuing computer; and 

1^ a pro.grom which rocoivos means for receiving the trial hcense key from the 

16 license-issuing computer and troniamtG transmitring the license key to the purchaser computer. 

1 27. (Previously Presented) A method for a seller computer to request a license 

2 key from a Ucense-issuing computer in response to a request from a purchaser computer through 

3 a network, the methc>d comprising: 

4 a step in which the seller computer receives chent information, a product number 

5 and a license program name from a purchaser compute; 

6 a step in which the seller computer transmits the product number and the license 

7 program name, but not the clioit information, to the license-issuing computer; 

8 a step in which the seller computer receives a trial license key to allow use of the 

9 program for a given jieriod; 
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10 a step in which the seller computer transmits the trial license key to the purchase^ 

1 1 computer; 

12 a step in which the seller computer inputs the client infonnation, the product 

1 3 number, the hcense program name and the trial hcense key communicated fiom a purchaser 

14 therein, 

15 a step in which the scIIct computer transmits the product number, the license 

1 6 program name and ihe trial license key to the license-issuing computer, 

1 7 a ste:3 in which the seller computer receives a special license key for extending a 

1 8 trial period by the tiial license key from the hcense-issuing computer, and 

19 a step in which the seller computer transmits the fecial license key to the 

20 purchaser. 

1 28. (Currently Amended) A Ucensing issuing method ofa license issuing systen 

2 comprising a licens«:-issumg computer, a seller computer, a purchaser computer, and a network 

3 which connects the icense-issuing computer, the seller computer and the purchaser computer, 

4 wherein: 

5 the li sense-issuing computer requests input of client information, product 

6 information^ and hamse program information [[to]] from the purchaser computer to send to the 

7 seller computer; 

8 the purchaser computer transfers the client infonnation, the product information, 

9 and the license progi-am information to the seller computa- in response to the request from the 

1 0 hcense-issuing compute:; 

1 1 the seller computer transfers the product information and the license program 

12 information, but not the cUent information, to the license-issuing computer, and 

1 3 the license-issuing computer issues a license key for a program specified by the 

14 license program information^ upon authentication of the product information , to the seller 

15 computer to said to he purchaser computer > 

1 29. (Ci^ently Amended) A hcense issuing method of a hcense-issuing compute! 

2 which is connected to a network and performs the issuance of a license key through the networic, 

3 the hcense issuing method including: 
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4 a stea in which the license-issuing computer receives product infonnation, licens 

5 program infonnatio ii, but not client information, from data input by a purchaser and sent to a 

6 seller computer : 

7 a stqy in which the license-issuing computer authenticates the product 

8 information; and 

9 a stqj in which the license-issuing computer issues a license key for a program 

1 0 specified by the license program information to the seller computer when the authentication is 

1 1 normally finished tc be sent to the purchaser . 

1 30. (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 29 wherein the license-issuing 

2 computer issues a license key for a program specified by a license program name. 

1 31. (Currently Amended) A license issuing method ofa license-issuing compute 

2 which is connected 1o a network and performs the issuance of a license key through the network, 

3 the license issuing method including: 

4 a stef ' in which the license-issuing computer receives a product number [[,]] ^ a 

5 license program name, but not client iirformation, the product numbe r, the client information. 

6 and the license progi^m name provided by the purchaser to a seller computer ; 

7 a step in which the license-issuing computer authenticates the product number; 

8 a step in which the license-issuing computer issues a trial license key to the seller 

9 to be sent to the puk baser to allow use of a program specified by the license program name for a 

10 given period; 

11 a st^ in which the license-issuing computer receives the product number, the 

1 2 license program nam e^ and the trial Ucense ke y, th e product number, the lioonoo program -name 

13 and the trial lic e rua e key ; 

1"* a step in which the license-issuing computer performs authentication of the trial 

15 licrasekejr, and 

16 a step in which the license-issuing computer issues a special license key to the 

17 seller computer to seid to the purchaser which extends a trial period. 
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1 32. iTrevioixsly Presented) A lic^se issuing method characterized in that the 

2 license issuing metliod according to claim 3 1 issues the license for a program installed in a data 

3 storage system. 
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